National Poetry Day 
Activities age 14-16 yrs 

ACTIVITY 1: DIY THE IDEAL HOME
THE POEM

CITIZEN OF THE WORLD
when you are very small
maybe not quite born
your parents move 
for some reason you may never understand they move
from their own town
from their own land
and you grow up in a place
that is never quite your home

and all your childhood people
with a smile or a fist say
you're not from here are you
and part of you says fiercely yes I am
and part of you feels no I'm not
I belong where my parents belonged

but when you go to their town, their country
people there also say
you're not from here are you
and part of you says no I'm not
and part of you feels fiercely yes I am

and so you grow up both and neither
and belong everywhere and nowhere much the same
both stronger and weaker for the lack of ground
able to fly but not to rest

and all over the world, though you feel alone
are millions like you, like a great flock of swallows
soaring or falling exhausted, wings beating the rhythm
of the wind that laughs at fences or frontiers,
whose home is itself, and the whole world it moves over.

Dave Calder

Make copies of the poem, ‘Citizen of the World’, and invite pupils to discuss the issues raised: what are the implications – good and bad – of living somewhere other than the place they you are born? 
Begin the writing activity by listing as many phrases linked to ‘building’ things as possible. Here are some to start with: 

hammer up…
screw together…
lay down…
saw up…

stick on…
build the
fasten up…
open out the…
raise the…
place each…
fill with…
paint the…
squeeze in…
carry in…
colour the…
line up the…
polish the…
arrange the…
The poem is created by choosing and completing phrases at random, one per line. But instead of adding ordinary building materials such as concrete, wood or bricks, the new home/home-town will be built from things the pupils value: things needed to create a sense of home. Invite pupils to be as inventive as they want to be and include real detail such as cups of tea, the smell of chapati and bonfires; as well as abstracts such a love or kindness. Build walls of music, a roof out of letters from home, lay down a floor made of sand from a Highlands beach, or the mud of the Thames.
Development:
Click here to go to the Tate Gallery online to have fun building and printing a picture of your ideal city. 

ACTIVITY 2: MEMORIES OF HOME
Dave Calder’s poem is right in saying, ‘there are millions like you’… In a search for a better life many people leave their birth-homes. Due of natural disasters or conflict, many more have no choice. Immigrants and migrants can be torn between missing the old home/town/country – and the dreams of a new one. 
Visit Poems on the Underground to read ‘A Beacon’ by Grace Nichols. The poem shows how familiar things from home (in this case, food) can comfort us. 
In this writing exercise ask pupils to create a poem from a list of items of packed into a suitcase: memories, sights, sounds, smells and comforts of home. Pupils might pack a family-saying, a piece of music, a type of weather or food. The poems do not have to be autobiographical. If pupils wish, they can invent a character, or select one from history, literature or film.
Development: 

Visit the Poetry Archive to hear Jackie Kaye read her poem, ‘Old Tongue’. 
Many people do find new places to live! Take a look at this extract from W. Somerset Maugham’s, The Moon and Sixpence, written in 1919.
“Sometimes a man hits upon a place to which he mysteriously feels that he belongs.  Here is the home he sought, and he will settle amid scenes that he has never seen before, among men he has never known, as though they were familiar to him from his birth.  Here at last he finds rest”.

More resources: visit the Runnymede Trust’s video project, ‘This is Where I Live’ to see young people sharing their views on multi-cultural Britain.
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